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fact than this dual classification. The moment you attempt
to apply it to actual persons, and to walk through the world
parting, as you go, the sheep from the goats, you perceive
how little it answers to any apparent reality, and how
shocking the effect would be of running it shaiply through
life. The varieties of character, and the degrees of faithful-
ness, are infinite, and are discriminated from each other by
the finest shades; nor can any perception less perfect than
the judicial eye of Omniscience determine the innumerable
gradations. How then can eternal Equity be content with
only two provisions for the treatment of these complex
differences ? Even our coarse human justice, in the ad-
ministration of a family, a school, an army, a nation, has
more exactitude than this, neither treating all culprits alike,
nor regarding with equal favour all that escape penalty.
Yet, strange to say, this doctrine, seemingly so harsh in
itself and so impossible to confront with experience, has
by no means been a mere favourite with the rude multitude:
it has had the most powerful hold of minds capacious,
philosophical, harmonious, devout; and has rarely failed to
throw its awful shadow across the holiest souls. Evaded
and explained away by mediocre men and in rationalistic
times, it is gazed at with full face by a Plato, a Dante, a
Milton, a Pascal; and surely has no ambiguous expression
in the records of our faith, and is referred by them to the
Christian's supreme authority. How is this contradiction to
be resolved? I reply: by turning from the outward to
the inward look of moral evil. It is when we contemplate
its external phenomena and manifestations, when we criti-
cally sort out the aspects of human character as objects of
natural history, that we find ourselves involved in endless
intricacies of classification. It is not, however, from the
scene around us that we learn the nature of right and wrong;
but from our own self-consciousness. Thither we must
retreat, if we would consult the true and primitive oracle
of God's will upon this matter. And what do we there find,
when we interrogate the cases of moral probation, taken